
	  

	  

Minutes	  of	  the	  Fermilab	  UEC	  Meeting	  	  
on	  June	  3,	  2011	  

	  

	  
Attending:        
   Todd Adams, Michael Cooke, Marj Corcoran (remote), Heather Gerberich, Dick 
Gustafson, Jonathan Lewis, Ron Moore, Manfred Paulini (remote), Mayly Sanchez, Dave 
Schmitz, Lisa Whitehead (remote) 
   GSA Officers: Joe Grange, Zeynep Isvan, Tim Linden, Ritoban Dasu Thaker 
 
Guests:   
  Greg Bock, Katie Yurkewicz, Carol McGuire (remote) 
 
Report	  from	  the	  Chair	  –	  Todd	  Adams	  
	  
This	  is	  the	  last	  monthly	  meeting	  of	  the	  2010-‐2011	  UEC.	  
	  
At	  the	  yesterday’s	  Business	  Meeting	  of	  the	  annual	  Users’	  Meeting,	  we	  presented	  
proposed	  changes	  to	  the	  Users	  Organization	  Constitution.	  	  The	  changes	  are	  
primarily	  to	  replaced	  outdated	  text.	  	  The	  updated	  Constitution	  is	  available	  at:	  
	  	  http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/constitution/new_jun2011.html	  
	  	  http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/constitution/new_jun2011_markup.html	  
	  
The	  proposed	  changes	  are:	  	  	  

• In	  Sec.	  B,	  remove	  the	  following	  line:	  "The	  geographical	  distribution	  of	  the	  
members	  of	  the	  Committee	  should	  approximately	  reflect	  the	  distribution	  of	  
the	  Users,	  so	  that	  the	  interest	  of	  the	  entire	  high	  energy	  physics	  community	  
shall	  be	  represented.”	  

• In	  Sec.	  B,	  remove	  "by	  mail	  ballot"	  from	  "The	  Executive	  Committee	  shall	  
consist	  of	  12	  members	  elected	  by	  mail	  ballot	  for	  two-‐year	  terms."	  

• In	  Sec.	  B,	  change	  "additional	  nominations	  may	  be	  made	  by	  written	  or	  email	  
from	  any	  10	  members."	  to	  "additional	  nominations	  may	  be	  made	  by	  a	  written	  
petition	  signed	  by	  or	  email	  from	  any	  10	  members."	  

• In	  Sec.	  D,	  remove	  the	  line	  "The	  program	  shall	  be	  emailed	  to	  each	  member	  in	  
advance	  of	  the	  meeting	  date.”	  

• In	  Sec.	  F,	  remove	  the	  word	  "written"	  from	  "This	  constitution	  may	  be	  
amended	  by	  a	  written	  vote	  of	  the	  members."	  

	  
We	  will	  vote	  on	  the	  changes	  as	  part	  of	  the	  UEC	  elections	  to	  be	  held	  in	  July.	  
	  
Nominations	  are	  open	  for	  the	  UEC	  for	  the	  2011-‐2013	  term.	  	  Forms	  were	  made	  
available	  at	  the	  Users	  Meeting.	  	  In	  addition,	  any	  UEC	  member	  can	  make	  a	  
nomination.	  	  We	  need	  a	  quality,	  diverse	  slate	  of	  candidates.	  
	  
	  



Chat	  with	  Fermilab	  Directorate	  –	  Greg	  Bock	  
 
There was a lab-planning meeting at DOE with Brinkman.  Feedback was that budgets 
are tight, LBNE will be hard to fit in, and new starts are challenging in a flat budget.  
Most of the news was reflected in Glen Crawford’s talk at the Users Meeting. 
 
Q: how can we get more information on students/post-docs/researchers/faculty who leave 
the field? 
 
A: suggest to check with universities that often keep that information. 
 
The lab is planning the Sep. 30 Tevatron event.  There will be parallel events at D0, CDF, 
and the main control room. 
 
	  
View	  from	  Washington	  –	  Carole	  McGuire	  (Lewis-Burke	  Associates)	  
	  
Carole	  reports	  that	  the	  DOE	  Office	  of	  Science	  faired	  well	  in	  the	  2012	  budget	  in	  the	  
U.S.	  House	  of	  Representatives	  with	  $4.8B,	  down	  1%	  from	  FY2010.	  	  Their	  budget	  
downplayed	  some	  Senate	  priorities.	  	  The	  details	  are	  still	  embargoed.	  	  Good	  news	  is	  
that	  House	  Republicans	  kept	  science	  funding	  as	  a	  priority.	  	  	  
	  
Note,	  19	  Senators	  signed	  a	  Dear	  Colleague	  letter	  that	  was	  very	  rapidly	  passed	  
around	  (just	  a	  few	  days	  notice).	  
	  
Q:	  what	  should	  we	  say/write	  to	  contact	  Congress?	  
A:	  remind	  them	  of	  the	  ongoing	  process	  and	  ask	  for	  continued	  support.	  
	  
Q:	  why	  is	  the	  Senate	  so	  passive	  in	  the	  2012	  budget	  process	  so	  far?	  
A:	  they	  tried	  to	  get	  a	  resolution	  on	  an	  overall	  budget	  number,	  but	  failed.	  	  They	  are	  
now	  waiting	  for	  budget	  negotiations	  and	  the	  debt	  ceiling	  to	  be	  resolved.	  
	  
Fermilab Office of Communications – Katie Yurkewicz 
 
Katie Yurkewicz, Director of the Office of Communications, reports the office is working 
on an overall plan for the future.  This includes a strategy for presenting the transition 
between the Tevatron and the future Fermilab programs.  There will be more use of social 
media such as Twitter, Facebook, etc.  There will also be a new editor of Fermilab Today 
starting soon.	  
	  
Katie	  reports	  that	  the	  visit	  by	  Secretary	  Chu	  went	  well.	  
	  
The	  office	  is	  also	  thinking	  about	  new	  services	  from	  VME.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Subcommittee	  Reports	  
	  
Report	  from	  the	  GSA	  
 
New	  Perspectives	  was	  a	  huge	  success.	  	  There	  were	  presentations	  all	  day	  long	  and	  
they	  were	  well	  received	  and	  well	  attended.	  	  There	  was	  a	  barbeque	  afterwards	  where	  
lots	  of	  fun	  was	  had.	  
	  
Non-US	  Users	  –	  Heather	  Gerberich	  
	  
There	  will	  be	  one	  more	  presentation	  on	  Family	  Based	  Green	  Cards	  this	  summer.	  
	  
Quality	  of	  Life	  –	  Michael	  Cooke	  
 
There will be a trial taxi service for 24 hours a day during the summer.  It will take 
several more weeks to get the arrangements done. 
	  
Users’	  Meeting	  –	  William	  Wester	  
	  
The	  Users	  Meeting	  was	  a	  great	  success.	  
	  
Government	  Relations	  –	  Dave	  Schmitz	  and	  Marj	  Corcoran	  
 
There were Dear Colleague letters in both the House and Senate this spring.  Members 
who went on the trip should have filled out their meeting reports.  This information was 
scanned by Dave to include in an email with Rep. Hultgren’s office about other Congress 
members who support HEP.  We have also created a new advocacy webpage on our Wiki 
at http://www.fermilab-uec.org/mediaWiki/index.php?title=AdvocacyInfo. 
	  
Next	  UEC	  meeting:	  	  	  September,	  2011	  


